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Brief  Encounters

Why is divorce so expensive? Because it 
is worth it.
        —Henny Youngman

Mr. Youngman’s joke may be old, but 
it raises a serious issue. Divorcing 

clients frequently ask, “How much will 
my divorce cost?” This is a fair ques-
tion. After all, the price of a car or house 
is not a secret. It is simple to quote fl at 
fees for preparing specifi c documents 
or an uncontested matter, but divining 
a fees algorithm for a contested matter, 
which may take months or more to re-
solve, is incredibly diffi  cult. There are 
simply too many variables, including 
the extent of the contested issues, your 
spouse’s personality, your spouse’s at-
torney’s personality, the judge, and 
your own ideas about a realistic settle-
ment. But the following is a guide to 
controlling some of the costs associ-
ated with a divorce.
 1. Do your homework. Learn 
about the legal issues. If you are not 
a fan of law books (who is?), there are 
plenty of other resources, including 
seminar videos, internet essays, your 
attorney’s website, and the superior 
court and state bar websites (sc.pima.
gov/Default.aspx?tabid=200 and azbar.
org/LegalHelpandEducation). But be-
ware—not all information is created 
equal. There is plenty of bad informa-
tion available, including information 
not applicable to your circumstances 
or to an Arizona divorce. At a minimum, 
however, education can help you  spot 
issues, ask knowledgeable questions, 
and improve communication with your 
attorney.
 2. Frank fee discussions are a 
must. Discuss fees at your fi rst attor-
ney meeting. Before hiring your lawyer, 
ask for his or her fee agreement and 
read it. It’s tempting to focus on the ini-
tial deposit amount or the hourly rate. It 
is more valuable to focus on billing prac-
tices, whether work is assigned to less 
costly paralegals or junior associates, 
and, above all, the attorney’s reputation 
for effi  ciency. Effi  cient lawyers not only 
cost less, they use 
notes, lists, and cal-
endars to keep your 
case moving.
 3. Get a thera-
pist. Therapists typ-

ically cost less and are far better quali-
fi ed to listen to you about the emotional 
side of your divorce than an attorney. 
However, be aware that therapy re-
cords may be discoverable for parent-
ing issues, so check with your lawyer 
fi rst.
 4. It’s really true: Civility pays. 
If you aren’t nice, prepare to pay the 
price. Failure to maintain civil com-
munication with your spouse means 
your lawyer will have to talk for you. 
That gets expensive—fast. Do not dis-
cuss your spouse, or the divorce, on 
social media. Vent to your therapist, 
not to your spouse. You may be furi-
ous. Your spouse may be a jerk. We get 
it! But to reduce fees, you have to lower 
the confl ict. If civility eludes you in the 
moment, there are services that will 
magically convert nasty communica-
tions into dulcet tones. Don’t obsess 
over your spouse’s emails, even if his 
or her attorney accuses you of nefari-
ous deeds. Escalating “nasty-grams” 
can quickly torpedo the fee budget. 
One useless volcanic eruption does 
not deserve another. Rather than wast-
ing your time with a detailed rejoinder, 
consider this response: “Your facts are 
in error, and we disagree with your po-
sition.” After all, the other attorney has 
no power and is not the judge.
 5. Be honest with your lawyer, 
and meet deadlines. Material omis-
sions, misrepresentations, and decep-
tions can pull your lawyer and you into 
a vortex of expensive investigation. 
Timely comply with all document re-
quests. This can save countless hours 
of unnecessary follow-up and keep 
your case on the fast track.
 6. Be your own gumshoe. Don’t 
pay others to fi nd and organize your 
piles of paper. Try to gather and orga-
nize as much information by yourself as 
possible. Using your attorney’s method 
of organizing documents will pay big 
dividends.
 7. Limited representation. You 
may need legal counsel only to advise 
you behind the scenes while you attend 

mediation on your own, 
or to represent you 
just for certain events 
(e.g., obtaining tempo-
rary support). Arizona 
law permits attorneys 

Minimize Fees; Maximize Results:
A Lawyer’s Guide to a Cost-Eff ective Divorce

by Kathleen A. McCarthy, JD

Securities offered through Cambridge 
Investment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer, 
Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory 
services offered through Cambridge Investment 
Research Advisors, Inc., a Registered 
Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Laurence 
Lof Financial Advisors, LLC are not affiliated.

Laurence Lof Financial Advisors
Web: www.LofAdvisors.com
Phone: (520)-881-2523
Email: info@lofadvisors.com
4757 E Camp Lowell Dr., Tucson AZ 85712

Financial  
Life Events 
Will Happen.
Retirement, College funding, 
weddings, Health changes... 

Designated one of the top 17 Financial 
Advisors in Tucson by Expertise.com Award is not indicative of investment performance or returns.

How Can You Plan 
For Them?
Coordinate with family members 
and current advisors.

With Collaborative 
Planning 
Laurence Lof Financial Advisors, 
LLC will bring all the players 
together to create your Plan.

Call 520-881-2523 or visit www.LofAdvisors.com today.



June 2019   l   DesertLeaf 11

appear in court solely for specifi ed 
limited purposes. Attorneys can also 
“ghost write” documents that you 
then fi le.
 8. Be concise. Resist unnecessary 
venting or scattershot emails to your 
lawyer. Do establish a communication 
method that works for you (for ex-
ample, a regular phone call schedule). 
Create an agenda beforehand. One call 
can do the work of numerous emails. 
Ask for an action list at the end of every 
meeting.
 9. Don’t be penny-wise and 
pound-foolish. Don’t get carried 
away. Don’t, for example, rely on your 
spouse’s lawyer to do all the work or 
draft agreements. Opposing counsel is 
not paid to safeguard your interests. It 
can take your attorney longer to rework 
a poorly worded agreement than to do 
it right the fi rst time.
 10. Don’t park your good sense 
at the door. Always ask yourself, Do I 
want to pay my attorney to argue about 
this? Make a list of all the things you and 
your soon-to-be ex-spouse do agree 
on, no matter how small, and update it 
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	 Groundcovers & vines:	dwarf	plum-
bago,	lantana,	moss	verbena
	 Perennials, bulbs, & annuals:	yarrow,	
coreopsis,	euphorbia,	blanket	flower
Javelina-Resistant Plants
	 Shrubs:	 lilac,	 rosemary	 (also	 deer/
rabbit	resistant)
 Groundcovers & vines:	 ice	 plant,	
portulaca	(also	deer/rabbit	resistant)
 Perennials, bulbs, & annuals:	 day-
lily,	 santolina,	 iris,	 dahlia	 (also	 deer/
rabbit	resistant)
	 Rodents	and	raccoons	are	tricky	to	
protect	 against.	 They	 seem	 not	 to	 like	
strongly	scented	plants	such	as	catnip,	
mint,	 lavender,	 and	 garlic—although	
catnip	may	attract	cats,	which	will	prey	
on	the	critters	and	may	use	planting	ar-
eas	as	a	litter	box.	Raccoons	have	sensi-
tive	paws,	so	prickly	or	rough-textured	
plants	are	a	deterrent.
	 The	most	effective	way	to	discour-
age	and	limit	access	to	voracious	wild-
life	is	to	use	physical	barriers.	For	deer,	
use	 sturdy	 8-foot	 fencing.	 For	 rabbits	
and	 javelina,	 4-foot	 fencing,	 and	 add	
1-inch	 wire	 mesh	 to	 the	 bottom	 2	 feet	
to	keep	rabbits	and	larger	rodents	out.	
For	 mice,	 use	 1/2-inch	 wire	 mesh.	 For	
vegetables,	 build	 wire-covered	 cages.	
They	can	be	removed	when	plants	are	
robust,	 if	 desired.	 If	 building	 a	 raised	
bed,	line	the	bottom	with	1/2-inch	wire	
mesh,	 and	 line	 the	 interior/exterior	
walkways	with	pavers	or	bricks	to	pre-
vent	burrowing.
	 To	 protect	 existing	 plants,	 bury	

wire	 mesh	 vertically,	 2	 feet	
deep	 around	 them,	 and	 add	
an	extra	6	inches	at	the	bot-
tom	bent	at	90	degrees	point-
ing	 away	 from	 the	 plants.	
Leave	 1	 foot	 of	 mesh	 above	
the	 ground.	 Be	 careful	 not	
to	 damage	 or	 restrict	 root	
growth	by	burying	the	mesh	
too	close.	Loosely	wrap	wire	
mesh	around	bases	of	young	

apple	or	other	trees	if	rabbits	are	chew-
ing	the	trunks.
	 Nothing	 is	 perfect.	 In	 drought,	
some	animals	may	be	relentless	and	eat	
anything.	The	best	you	can	do	is	make	
your	 landscape	 less	 inviting	 for,	 more	
uncomfortable	 for,	 and	 more	 difficult	
for	the	animals	to	reach.	And	the	good	
news	is	that	if	you	have	a	balanced	wild-
life	habitat,	the	natural	circle	of	life	will	
keep	things	in	check	while	contributing	
to	a	balanced	ecosystem.

DL
Karen Hanshaw is the senior program 
coordinator for Pima Smartscape, a 
landscape water conservation educa-
tion program offered through UA/Pima 
County Cooperative Extension and 
Tucson Water. Comments for publica-
tion should be addressed to letters@ 
desertleaf.com.

Online Resources to Limit Dam-
age From Unwelcome Visitors
cals.arizona.edu/yavapai/anr/hort/
byg/archive/desertcottontail.html
cals.arizona.edu/yavapai/anr/hort/
byg/archive/culturalpestmanage-
ment.html
extension.arizona.edu/sites/exten-
sion.arizona.edu/files/pubs/az1238-
2017.pdf
amwua.org/plants/rabbit-resistant-
plants.php
extension.oregonstate.edu/news/
osu-offers-tips-deter-pillaging-racco-
ons
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regularly.	Remember,	some	agreements	
can	 be	 reached	 even	 in	 the	 most	 cha-
otic	and	contentious	of	divorces.	Above	
all,	be	realistic	about	settlement.	Know	
when	to	hold	and	when	to	fold.	Do	not	
equate	 getting	 your	 way	 on	 every	 is-
sue	 with	 winning.	 It	 is	 not.	 Analyze	
your	 goals	 from	 a	 logical,	 cost-benefit	
perspective.	 Don’t	 spend	 $500	 to	 fight	
about	 $100	 flatware.	 With	 each	 issue,	
there	 is	 the	 option	 to	 settle	 or	 to	 liti-
gate.	Be	the	master	of	your	own	agenda.	
Remember,	only	you	can	decide	wheth-
er	each	individual	goal	is	worth	it!

	 Disclaimer:	 This article is for in-
formational purposes only and is not a 
substitute for legal advice. Please con-
sult with an attorney and financial/tax 
advisors for advice regarding your spe-
cific property issue.
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Kathleen McCarthy has been practicing 
law in Arizona for over 42 years. She is a 
Certified Family Law Specialist, with an 
emphasis on complex financial matters. 
Comments for publication should be ad-
dressed to letters@desertleaf.com.

BRIEF ENCOUNTERS continued


