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Brief Encounters

In a dissolution of marriage with chil-
dren, the parents must navigate their 

own feelings of hurt, loss, and fear 
while also protecting and supporting 
their children’s feelings and worries 
about the separation of their family 
into two homes.
 In the midst of this process, a par-
enting plan needs to be crafted that will 
address how legal decision-making and 
parenting time will be shared between 
the parents. Ideally, the parents are the 
two people in the best position to know 
what is best for their children, but the 
State of Arizona has provided some 
guidance to answering the question, 
How do you fi gure out what is in the 
“best interests” of the children?
 Arizona’s public policy is to pro-
mote strong families and strong family 
values, and is based on the premise that 
(absent evidence to the contrary) it is 
in the children’s best interest to “have 
substantial, frequent, meaningful and 
continuing parenting time with both 
parents” and to “have both parents 

participate in decision-making about 
the child.” (A.R.S. §25-103).
 But what does that actually mean? 
That’s diff erent for every family, be-
cause parenting plans are not one-size-
fi ts-all.
 What often helps is for the parents 
to remember that the family dynamic 
is going to change after the separation. 
This could mean that the parent who 
used to stay at home will start working, 
or the historical wage earner may view 
the dissolution as an opportunity to be-
come a more involved parent. Two busy 
working parents may realize they can’t 
juggle after-school activities as easily as 
they used to when they all were in the 
same household.
 Maintaining a spirit of fl exibility 
helps greatly in the delicate art of dis-
covering what will work best for each 
family, and it may involve some trial 
and error. It certainly will require un-
derstanding and compromise while the 
entire family, including the children, is 
adapting to the new family structure.
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 In addition to Arizonaʼs public pol-
icy, specifi c standards are designed to 
guide this process, and it is critically 
important for every set of parents to 
think about their own children—their 
ages, temperaments, and individual 
needs—because Arizona has based the 
standards on the childrenʼs best inter-
ests, not those of either parent.
 The court looks at specifi c factors, 
set forth in the statutes (A.R.S. § 25-
403), in developing parenting plans. 
The list of issues the judges must con-
sider is exhaustive. The following are 
just a few of the key factors.
 • The past, present, and poten-
tial future relationship between 
the parent and the child
 Parents often ask, Because I stayed 
home more with the children, does 
this mean they will stay primarily with 
me? The short answer is, probably not, 
but the longer answer is, it depends.
 The court looks not only at past or 
present relationships but also at future 
ones, keeping in mind the state’s overall 
goals of promoting strong families with 
maximized time with both parents.
 If one parent has not been as emo-
tionally close to a child, this may be an 
opportunity to build that relationship, 
although some parents would argue 
against changing too much too quickly. 
This may be an evolving process—es-
pecially for younger children—and ties 
into the next factor.
 • The interaction and interrela-
tionship of the child with the child’s 
parent or parents, the child’s sib-
lings, and any other person who 
may signifi cantly aff ect the child’s 
best interests
 Not all children are equally close 
to each parent (or siblings) at the mo-
ment the parents decide to end their 
marriage, but relationships can change 
over time. Thus, the parenting plan may 
need to fl ex and evolve over time as 
well. Keeping in mind that raising hap-
py, healthy children should be the holy 
grail being sought—not “winning”—in 
the process of separating the family.
 • The wishes of the child as to le-
gal decision-making and parenting 
time if the child is of suitable age 
and maturity
 Parents sometimes overlook this 
factor in believing they “know best” 
for their children; at other times they 
seek to place the choice in the hands of 
their children, overestimating the chil-
drenʼs abilities to do so. Itʼs a balancing 
act: giving too little consideration to 
the childrenʼs wishes may leave them 
adrift in decisions deeply aff ecting their 
lives. However, giving them the reins 
on parenting time can place a child in 
the position of being asked to choose 

continued on page 29
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BRIEF ENCOUNTERS continued

SONORAN SAGE continued
in Sweden invented a way to synthesize 
an artifi cial spider silk in the lab, by fus-
ing parts of genes from two diff erent 
spider species and using E.coli bacteria 
to produce the hybrid silk protein. The 
scientists then developed a system that 
can biomimetically spin the protein 
into fi bers. The team envisions appli-
cations of the fi bers in medical devices 
and high-performance fabrics.
 The next time you are looking for a 
solution to a problem, whether exotic 
or mundane, keep your eyes open for 
the marvels of our fl ora and fauna. If 

the duration never changes (the time it 
takes to get water to the proper depth).
 Yearly: Clean and inspect fi lters. 
Flush lines. Clear debris from valve box-
es. Replace controller back-up batteries.
 The Arizona Municipal Water Users 
Association’s “Landscaping With Style 
in the Arizona Desert” at www.amwua.
org/landscape/landscape_irrigation_
plan.html, is a good resource for irriga-
tion-related questions. For more infor-
mation about free, local drip-irrigation 
design and installation workshops, 
conduct an online search for “free drip 

GARDEN PATH continued

between two parents whom that child 
loves—at a time when many children 
are resisting the very idea their parents 
wonʼt be in the same home and with 
them all the time.
 Dividing the assets of a marriage is 
a mathematical formula that parents 
can follow, but navigating how to make 
decisions for and share time with their 
children after the dissolution is an art 
and a science. Parents are called on to 
dig deeply into their empathy and com-
passion to make choices for their chil-
dren, choices that best serve the goal of 

the answer isn’t forthcoming, and you 
don’t have a billion years, you might ex-
plore asknature.org, an online resource 
for fi nding “biological strategies, in-
spired ideas, and time-tested forms, 
processes, and systems that already 
thrive in balance with Earth’s complex 
systems.” 

DL

Amy Orchard is an education special-
ist at ASDM. Comments for publica-
tion should be addressed to letters@
desertleaf.com.

irrigation workshops, Tucson.” 
 Drip irrigation system installation 
is fairly straightforward, and knowing 
even a little bit about your system will 
make the maintenance much easier!

DL
Karen Hanshaw is the senior program 
coordinator for Pima Smartscape, a 
landscape water conservation educa-
tion program off ered through UA/Pima 
County Cooperative Extension and 
Tucson Water. Comments for publica-
tion should be addressed to letters@
desertleaf.com.

recent launch by designers for SUNO 
features Japanese motifs.
 Computers, 3-D printing, and new 
technologies have generated a maker’s 
movement, with DIY a big component. 
Maker Media, which publishes Make: 
magazine, launched in 2005, also pro-
duces Maker Faires, billed as festivals 
of creativity and invention, all over the 
country (makerfaire.com).
 But there are some who still pre-
fer—and are trying to keep alive—the 
good old-fashioned by-hand methods.
 Ger Collins, who designs a range of 
soft furnishings for the nursery, under 
the label Pippablue, is passionate about 
passing on the tradition to children and 

raising happy, healthy children.
 (This article is for informational 
purposes only and is not a substitute 
for legal advice. Please consult with an 
attorney for advice regarding issues 
specifi c to your family’s situation.)

DL
Edina Strum has been practicing law in 
Arizona for over 14 years. She is a Cer-
tifi ed Family Law Specialist, who works 
on all aspects of family law with a spe-
cial emphasis on children’s issues. Com-
ments intended for publication should 
be addressed to letters@desertleaf.com.

grown-ups. With pop-y patterns, in-
cluding tweeds and bold, nontradition-
al colors, she and her business partner, 
Eve Esteve (“two mums and sewing 
teachers”), create charming kits cut 
and packed in their studio on the west 
coast of Ireland.
 With an early start, perhaps the en-
thusiasm of maker can be nurtured—
especially when it comes to defi ning 
one’s style. And creating, above all else, 
for the pure joy of it.

DL
Elaine Markoutsas’ column is distributed 
by Universal Press Syndicate. Copyright 
2017. Comments for publication should be 
addressed to letters@desertleaf.com.

The Retirement Preparation Seminar
Three essentials for an enjoyable retirement

Medicare
Understanding the program’s complexities

Social Security
The changing role of Social Security

Cash Flow
Generate cash without invading principal

Date:  Thursday, April 6, 2017
Time:  12:00 PM
 Complimentary lunch will be served

Location: 4051 E Sunrise Drive, Suite 200
 Tucson, AZ 85718

Presented by: Joseph S. Ballantyne, Senior Vice President
 Stacy Quiri, CFP, Financial Advisor

Seating is limited. RSVP to Mark Marecek at 520-615-8472 
or mark.marecek@wellsfargoadvisors.com


